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assistant rises in rank, and is promoted to a
residency, or has the important charge of an
embassy, I cannot conceive a more interest-
ing situation. While an assistant, his time
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may be most usefully employed in fitting him-
self for the higher stages of the profession,
by acquiring a knowledge of the languages,
manners and habits, of the natives in gene-
ral; but more particularly those who fre-
quent the Durbars or Courts ; by making
himself master of the history and politics
of the different native kingdoms, and by
that most necessary, although, in India,
most mortifying of sciences:, the study of
Human Nature* The number of political
situations is, as I have above stated, very li-
mited, and promotion^ without the assist-
ance of extraordinary talents, or great inte-
rest, is very slow. Few young men obtain
a charge of any responsibility under fifteen
years service* There are, besides, scarcely
any intermediate steps between an Assis-
tantship and the high situation of a Resi-
dent j.